
of surveyed growers have 
changed farming practices 

over the last two years

58%

20%

changed  
fertiliser application  

or management

6%

purchased or upgraded 
equipment or  

machinery

14%

changed to or increased 
reduced tillage or  

no tillage

8%

implemented different  
crop rotations, planted 

alternate crops or changed 
use of legumes

17%

used chemicals, sprays, herbicides 
or pesticides more efficiently

SRA grower survey reveals industry trends

During June, SRA commissioned a market research company to conduct a survey of 400 members, 
evenly spread across all cane growing regions in Queensland and New South Wales.
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The purpose of the survey was to help set a 

benchmark for current practices in the industry 

and also to understand how the investors in SRA 

perceive SRA’s performance. 

The results will be used to help inform some of 

our activities and corporate reports, including 

the recently released Performance Report for 

2014/2015, which is available on the SRA website.

The survey has shown a strong rate of practice change 

in Australia’s sugarcane industry, with 58 percent of 

respondents adopting at least some form of new and 

innovative practice over the last two years.

The survey showed that members had adopted a range 

of practices including changing fertiliser application 

or management, better use of chemicals, changed to 

reduced tillage, or adopted controlled traffic farming.



The average age of respondents to the survey was  

56 years old and average tonnes harvested being 

11,900, with 71 percent of farms in a steady phase  

(33% because they are unable to expand, and 38% 

because they are where they want to be). Only 14%  

of respondents were in an expansion phase.

The survey also confirmed the unfortunate statistic  

that profitability for many farmers this year is lower 

than the average over the last five years. The survey 

revealed 61% of farms expect lower profit this year, 

while 16% expect higher profit, a reflection of the 

challenging conditions facing the industry. 

While there were obvious trends across the regions, 

there were also some noticeable differences. For 

example, the average age of respondents was lowest in 

the Burdekin (52) but highest in the far north (59) and 

the Herbert and NSW (both 58). NSW respondents had 

the greatest number who expected greater profits than 

last year (37%), far more than any other region, and a 

reflection of a return to a good season after several bad 

years for NSW in recent years due to frost and flood. 

The rate of practice change in the last two years was 

greatest in the Herbert, with 72% of respondents 

indicating change. 
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Not surprisingly, the main drivers that encouraged 

members to make changes to farming practices, 

techniques or methods were their neighbours, family 

and other growers and also their own experience 

and trials on farm. 29% of respondents mentioned 

SRA as providing the information that prompted 

or encouraged practice change, either in person or 

through the SRA website and other publications.

Varieties are always a topic that growers are 

interested in, and this survey was no different.  

When asked what SRA should focus on over the  

next 10 years, considering the resources available, 

82% of respondents made mention of varieties.  

93% of respondents said that they had planted 

 a new variety that had been released over the  

last five years.
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4 93% 38%
of growers have in  

the last year planted a 
new variety released 

over the last five years

of their cropping area  
has been planted to  

new varieties

We also asked you to let us know how we could 

improve the information products and services that  

we provide to the industry.

This survey has helped to benchmark current practices 

and identify areas for improvement when it comes to 

research, development and extension. It also assists 

us in reporting the performance of SRA in relation to 

delivering valued research outcomes to SRA investors.

Thank you to those members who participated in the 

survey.  We really appreciate your involvement. 

It is encouraging that 68 percent of people who did  

the survey said they knew a fair amount or a 

considerable amount about SRA and its activities. 

Our goal is to increase that number by continuing  

to deliver valued research, development and  

extension outcomes for Australian sugarcane growers 

and millers.

To discuss the survey contact Andrea Evers at 

aevers@sugarresearch.com.au or phone 07 3331 3308.
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(Respondents could provide more than one answer)

Rate of practice change 


