
Improved season sparks major 
turnaround for NSW

Tweed Valley cane grower Kevin 

Twohill hopes that 2016 is a year where 

improved prices align with good yields.

For the last six years, Mr Twohill has 

been in the same situation as most 

northern NSW growers where there 

has been a run of difficult years of low 

yields caused by unfavourable weather. 

Then, in 2015, many growers grew their 

best crop in years, only to see prices 

well short of where they would like 

them to be.

But with a recent recovery in the sugar 

price, along with Sunshine Sugar’s 

forward pricing strategy, and healthy 

looking ratoons, Mr Twohill said he is 

hopeful that 2016 could be a good year 

for the local industry, building on the 

good yields experienced in 2015.

For Mr Twohill, the numbers at his 

own farm are a demonstration of the 

challenge that was faced in recent 

years – and the recovery. In 2012 he 

cut about 7500 t of cane, from the 

same area that in 2015 produced just 

under 19,000 t, at an average of about 

125 t/ha. This includes ground that 

is both owned and share-farmed, and 

about one quarter of that cane was  

two-year-old.

“The low yields in 2012 were across 

the board for the Condong mill area, 

where we cut under 300,000 t, whereas 

in 2015 we were back up to 550,000 t,” 

he said.

The average yield at Condong was  

70 t/c/ha in 2012, whereas in 2014 it 

was 118 t/c/ha and in 2015 estimated  

to be 122 t/ha (175 t/ha for two-year 

cane and 105 t/ha for one-year). 
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With a greater proportion of one-year 

old cane than the two other NSW sugar 

mills, the recovery on the Tweed has 

been slightly faster, but Mr Twohill  

said that ultimately it was throughput 

in terms of tonnes was crucial to 

maintain productivity and profitability 

in the business.

For Mr Twohill, his statement is echoed 

by the numbers that were produced 

from a recent survey released by 

ABARES that stated that smaller farms 

faced significant challenges in 2013/14. 

According to the survey, the 2013/14 

average farm cash income was highest 

in Far North Queensland averaging 

$120,300 per farm and lowest in NSW, 

where there is a higher proportion of 

smaller farms, averaging $38,100  

per farm.

However, Mr Twohill said that the NSW 

region had posted a significant recovery 

in yield in 2014/15, which was also 

indicated by the ABARES survey but not 

collected in the final survey because of 

its timing. 

“In 2015 the expectation was for about 

$30/t of cane, and hopefully next year 

with the forward selling program at  

the mill we are looking at hopefully  

$500/t/sugar or better,” Mr Twohill said.

Sunshine Sugar CEO Chris Connors said 

that they were hopeful of good crops 

in 2016 and 2017, based on the current 

state of the crop in the ground and that 

there were positives to look forward to 

for the mill and the growers.


