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Welcome to the fourth edition of Milling Matters magazine. The 
purpose of this magazine is to provide updates on milling research 
activity for SRA’s milling investors. SRA invests in a range of milling 
research projects, including projects that are internal (conducted by 
SRA researchers), and those that are external (conducted by other 
researchers). 
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This investment comes as part of SRA’s focus on eight Key Focus Areas of 

research that were developed as part of SRA’s strategic plan. 

In this edition, we look at a new research project that has been commissioned 

to contribute toward improving harvest best practice (page 10), an issue that 

has been estimated to cost the industry over $50 million annually. 

While a strong focus of harvest losses research occurs in the paddock, the 

outcomes of improving harvesting efficiency flow all the way to the mill. 

Improvements in this space would help generate greater cane supply to the 

mill, and cleaner cane. The new project is looking at real-time or rapid sensors 

in the harvesting environment. 

In that theme, a current research project being conducted at QUT is looking 

at new cane cleaning technology, which you can also read about in this 

magazine. The project has potential implications throughout the value chain.

We also look at research into the degradation of bagasse stockpiles, and 

look at some of the lessons that QUT researchers have learned from overseas 

sugar mills and how these lessons could be applied to Australian mills.

Much of this research was also discussed at milling research workshops held 

throughout the industry earlier this year (pictured above, and also featured 

on page five). SRA thanks all those who attended and we look forward to 

continue to keeping you informed of SRA’s milling research investments 

throughout 2016.

Brad Pfeffer

Executive Manager, Communications


