
Grower survey identifies opportunities 
for RD&E 

SRA undertook its second survey of growers in May 2016, surveying a random sample of 400 members 
weighted proportionately across the sugarcane growing regions of Queensland and New South Wales.  
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23%

changed  
fertiliser application  

or management

6%

purchased or upgraded 
equipment or  

machinery

18%

changed to or increased 
reduced tillage or  

no tillage

9%

implemented different  
crop rotations, planted 

alternate crops or changed 
use of legumes

16%

used chemicals, sprays, herbicides 
or pesticides more efficiently

of surveyed growers have 
changed farming practices 

over the last two years

62%

The SRA grower survey has been used to track trends that we received last year, both in relation to the rate of practice change in the 

industry, and SRA’s performance. By identifying these measures, and any changes that have occurred over the last year, SRA is able to 

assist in targeting research, development and adoption activities. The performance measures are also a valuable way of assisting us to 

ensure we continue to improve the value of the services we offer to you as our members. Thank you to all the SRA members who took 

the time to take part in the phone survey. We appreciate your involvement.

Many of the practice change measures that were  

tracked in last year’s survey revealed similar results 

compared to 2015. The industry continues to 

demonstrate a strong rate of practice change, with  

62 percent of respondents changing farm practices  

over the last two years (58 percent last year). 

Large shifts in the rate of practice change are not 

expected from one year to the next, but over time  

it is hoped that these rates of positive practice  

change continue to grow. The survey revealed 

opportunities to drive positive practice change.
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In line with the 2015 survey, the average respondent is 

57 years old, with the average tonnes harvested being 

11,000 from 150 hectares. Younger growers (18-39)  

are significantly more likely to have made practice 

changes than their older counterparts. The greater  

the tonnage produced, the lower the average age.  

On farms harvesting 3500 tonnes or less, the average 

age is 60 years, whereas farms harvesting greater  

than 14,000 tonnes the average age is 55 years.

Satisfaction with current practices is again the main 

reason that respondents have not changed practices, 

but financial constraints prevent some growers from 

making improvements. The survey also revealed positive 

sentiment around prices and yield. Confidence in the 

industry’s future is significantly more widespread than 

12 months ago at 65 percent (compared to 50 percent 

one year ago), mainly driven by improved prices.
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The survey also asked a number of questions about  

how you think SRA is performing. Despite being a 

relatively new organisation, awareness of SRA activities 

has increased over the last year. The overall number  

of people rating SRA’s performance as high was 74  

percent, which has increased from 66 percent last year. 

Our goal is to continue to increase these ratings by 

continuing to deliver valued research, development 

and adoption outcomes for the Australian sugarcane 

industry.  It is encouraging that SRA publications, events 

and other activities are clearly highly valued, and we are 

always looking for new ways to make them even better.
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Confidence in industry’s future NegativePositive
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26%

How much do you know about 
what SRA actually does?

72%68% 31% 28%

2015 2016

Very littleFair–considerable amount


