
Welcome to the Summer 2016  
edition of CaneConnection

With the harvest being a major focus in recent months, this edition features a 

range of information about SRA activities in relation to improving harvesting 

efficiency. 

As you can read from pages 10 to 15, there have been a range of demonstration 

trials that have occurred in recent months with SRA and industry collaborators. 

As part of that, we take a close look at the Isis region, which is making major 

positive steps forward this season. Other activity is occurring across the industry 

and will feature in future editions, including activities that are part of the 

harvest efficiency Rural R&D for Profit project.

This edition also looks at the collaboration between Wilmar and SRA within  

the Burdekin plant breeding program (page 6-7), looks at how peanuts are 

boosting sugarcane production at Bundaberg (page 4-5), and also how mill  

data is being used to drive productivity gains (page 24-25). 

We also have a look at some interesting grower innovations occurring in relation 

to controlled-release fertilisers, share-owning machinery, and how sugarcane 

varieties are performing in several regions in 2016.

We hope that you find this magazine informative, and if you have any comments 

or suggestions, please contact me on bpfeffer@sugarresearch.com.au or  

(07) 3331 3340.

Brad Pfeffer

Executive Manager, Communications

This edition of your quarterly magazine once again updates 
you on the latest research and adoption activities occurring 
at SRA, as well as other important innovation that is 
occurring within the Australian sugarcane industry.
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Q240A delivering solid results  
in the Burdekin

Peanut rotation lifts marginal 
soil production at Bundaberg

Plant breeding collaboration 
delivers industry-wide benefits

On the hunt for improved  
NUE options

CLEAN team improving harvest  
efficiency at Isis

Practice changes add up to 
significant efficiency gains

The in-field sucrose loss  
measurement system (ISMS)

On-ground work demonstrates  
harvesting efficiency at a 
regional level

Harnessing cane’s potential  
for animal feed

Solid yields and sugar for 
Rocky Point growers

Tracing the origins of ratoon 
stunting disease (RSD) of 
sugarcane

Strategic approach delivers 
long-lasting benefits for  
grub control

Collaborative use of mill data 
creates path for productivity 
improvement

Mastering your soils for 
greater productivity and 
profitability

New investment to allow for 
improved fertiliser efficiency

SRA welcomes Anthony Curro  
to Brandon research station

How effective is your fallow? 

Positive performance sets 
2016 as a year to remember

Total Research Investment

Disclaimer: In this disclaimer a reference to ‘SRA’, ‘we’, ‘us’ or ‘our’ means Sugar Research Australia Limited and our directors, officers, agents and employees. Although we do our very best to 
present information that is correct and accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in this 
publication, for any purposes. Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of the 
use of, or reliance on, any materials and information appearing in this publication. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing 
in this publication, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection with the use of this publication. We 
recommend that you contact our staff before acting on any information provided in this publication. Warning: Our tests, inspections and recommendations should not be relied on without further, 
independent inquiries. They may not be accurate, complete or applicable for your particular needs for many reasons, including (for example) SRA being unaware of other matters relevant to 
individual crops, the analysis of unrepresentative samples or the influence of environmental, managerial or other factors on production.
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