
Inside, we talk with SRA Researcher Dr Nathalie Piperidis (Page 16-17) on 

research using introgression to improve sugarcane varieties and explain how 

SRA is looking to bring “new blood” into the sugarcane variety team.

We also talk to some young and innovative growers at Mackay who have 

implemented a number of improvements at their properties to help drive 

productivity and profitability. Each change itself is making incremental 

improvement, and together it is continuing to add up to an improved bottom 

line at the end of the year.

We also visit a Burdekin grower on pages 14-15 to talk about SRA-funded 

research that has looked at technology to automate furrow irrigation, working 

with three grower collaborators. Not every improvement in farming can be 

measured precisely in tonnes or dollars, but there is certainly a lifestyle and 

labour-saving benefit of increasing the automation of irrigation. 

In our newsletters, we also answer some of your questions around yellow 

canopy syndrome, and we explain the Sugarcane Hub, a valuable new tool for 

researchers, as well as introduce you to Dr Jason Eglinton, who has joined the 

SRA breeding program.

We also discuss research led by QUT that is assessing the milling performance  

of low-fibre varieties such as SRA1A, and we look at the achievements and 

activities of the Southern Region Group. 

Brad Pfeffer 

Executive Manager, Communications

In this edition we feature a range of stories from across SRA 
and our research, development and adoption investment  
for sugarcane growers and millers.
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2016 harvest the largest in 
over a decade

Australia and Indonesia 
working to understand 
sugarcane streak mosaic virus

India partnership paving the 
way for variety improvement

Tackling productivity one step  
at a time at Mirani

Focussing on tonnes to drive 
profitability

The full monty on the SIX EASY 
STEPS nutrient management 
program

Automation investment 
delivering water and energy 
savings

Using introgression to put new 
genes into sugarcane varieties

Milling trials assess soft 
sugarcane varieties

Collaborative research to 
maximise profit from nitrogen

Lessons from South African 
approach to boosting farm 
productivity

Plenty of parallels in 
farm challenges with SA 
counterparts

Capability development,  
attraction and retention

Southern Region Group 
working together to drive 
productivity

Total Research Investment

Disclaimer: In this disclaimer a reference to ‘SRA’, ‘we’, ‘us’ or ‘our’ means Sugar Research Australia Limited and our directors, officers, agents and employees. Although we do our very best to 
present information that is correct and accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in this 
publication, for any purposes. Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of the 
use of, or reliance on, any materials and information appearing in this publication. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing 
in this publication, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection with the use of this publication. We 
recommend that you contact our staff before acting on any information provided in this publication. Warning: Our tests, inspections and recommendations should not be relied on without further, 
independent inquiries. They may not be accurate, complete or applicable for your particular needs for many reasons, including (for example) SRA being unaware of other matters relevant to 
individual crops, the analysis of unrepresentative samples or the influence of environmental, managerial or other factors on production.
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