
Our cover story this September looks at a harvesting project led by Norris  

ECT (page 4-5) where they are investigating the optimisation of the front-end 

components of the harvester with ground speed. With the trials underway,  

the industry can look forward to learning more about the results in coming 

editions.

We also go underground to look at soil health. Page 18-19 looks at the 

biocontrol agent, Pastueria penetrans, and strategies you can implement  

on-farm to maximise its potential for controlling root-knot nematodes.  

We have a look at companion cropping on page 20-21, and we head up to  

Mossman to learn more about Gerard Puglisi’s wavy disc cultivator.

This edition also presents some of the results from the 2017 SRA grower 

member survey, where we spoke to 400 grower members in May. Thank you  

to everyone who shared their thoughts via this survey. We value your 

participation. 

The results of individuals are fully confidential, and SRA received only the 

aggregated data, meaning no one’s responses were identifiable to themselves  

as individuals.

In our newsletters, we also hear the latest from the yellow canopy syndrome 

(YCS) research program, and we hear about the new varieties SRA9 and SRA10  

in the Varieties and Plant Breeding Update.

Brad Pfeffer 

Executive Manager, Communications

We have another bumper issue for you inside these pages, 
looking at several of the research projects that SRA is 
investing in on behalf of sugarcane growers and millers.
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By the numbers

Singing on the same song 
sheet: Examining harvester 
speed & components

Long-term assessment of 
fallow crops shows potential 
for cash legumes

Practical on-farm 
demonstrations help boost 
efficiency and sustainability

Can ‘big data’ step-change 
agriculture?

Automation delivering 
efficiency in Burdekin  
gravity-fed irrigation

Automation: 110 fewer hours 
per year sitting in the ute

Making the most of the 
SIX EASY STEPS nutrient 
management program

Beneficial bacteria can help 
reduce losses from nematode 
pests

Research assesses the impact 
of legume companion cropping

On level ground

Diversification and innovation 
help ride the industry ups and 
downs

Talking to you: Grower survey  
provides valuable industry 
insights

Total Research Investment

Disclaimer: In this disclaimer a reference to ‘SRA’, ‘we’, ‘us’ or ‘our’ means Sugar Research Australia Limited and our directors, officers, agents and employees. Although we do our very best to 
present information that is correct and accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in this 
publication, for any purposes. Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of the 
use of, or reliance on, any materials and information appearing in this publication. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing 
in this publication, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection with the use of this publication. We 
recommend that you contact our staff before acting on any information provided in this publication. Warning: Our tests, inspections and recommendations should not be relied on without further, 
independent inquiries. They may not be accurate, complete or applicable for your particular needs for many reasons, including (for example) SRA being unaware of other matters relevant to 
individual crops, the analysis of unrepresentative samples or the influence of environmental, managerial or other factors on production.
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Welcome to the Spring 201  
edition of CaneConnection
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