
Industry sustainability is a key topic in this edition, with several articles 

looking at the important issued of water quality and nutrient management. 

We visit northern grower Len Parisi at Fishery Falls, who is working with SRA on 

the Cane to Creek project, and Tully grower Frank Vecchio, who is collaborating 

on the Protecting our Chemicals project. Both of these projects in the Wet 

Tropics are working collaboratively with growers to deliver productivity, 

profitability and sustainability outcomes for the Australian industry.

We also head to the Burdekin to see some of the enhanced efficiency fertiliser 

trials going in the ground at Joe Linton’s property, as part of a major project 

with sixty trial sites across Queensland. While in the Burdekin, we also look  

at innovation in irrigation with Paul Villis with Jurgens Cane Farming.

A bit further south and we meet with the only current sugarcane growers  

in Bowen and learn about some of their on-farm practices and innovations.  

We also look at some of the research at Gayndah with frost assessments,  

and also interesting variety research looking at the nitrogen use efficiency 

within varieties.

We hope you find this magazine useful and informative. If you have  

any questions or comments please phone (07) 3331 3340 or email  

bpfeffer@sugarresearch.com.au 

Brad Pfeffer 

Executive Manager, Communications

In this edition, we are looking at everything from the  
sky above sugarcane plants with research using unmanned 
aerial vehicles, to underground to better understanding  
soil health.
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By the numbers

Going solo − thanks to 
ingenuity and innovation

Heading west: Gayndah trials  
assess frost tolerance

Making the connections from  
Cane to Creek

SRA Ingham station 
delivering outcomes for 
growers and millers

Water quality work that 
works for us

Irrigation investment 
delivering on-farm benefits

Expansion and improvement 
to target long-term vision

Improving the nitrogen use 
efficiency of varieties

Broadening knowledge on 
downy mildew for Australian 
sugar industry

Working to improve RSD 
testing

RSD vigilance a piece in the 
productivity jigsaw puzzle

What lies beneath?

Making the good better

Taking the next step forward 
in biofuel technology

Enhanced efficiency fertiliser 
trials rolling out on a major 
scale

Novel laboratory approach 
uses robotics and micro-
dialysis in nitrogen use 
efficiency research

Research alliance 
investigates proper blending 
of enhanced efficiency 
fertilisers

Total Research Investment
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Welcome to the Summer 201  
edition of CaneConnection
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